FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
Religious orders were placed under a new regime that was
equivalent to unlimited authorization, at least as far as women's
orders were concerned x; and were allowed to receive large
sums of money or gifts, also in defiance of all existing legisla-
tion. The censorship of the Press and the laws regulating
colportage made any criticism of dogma or authority virtually
impossible.2 Not only were direct attacks on the Church made
impossible, but even the liberty given to the legally established
non-Catholic churches was seriously jeopardized. A decree of
March 1852 forbade any meeting without previous authoriza-
tion, with the result that all kinds of religious gatherings were
banned and vexations of all kinds were multiplied. Certain
Protestant churches were closed on the pretext that they were
not officially recognized; Protestant elementary schools were
shut down ; services were forbidden in certain villages on the
ground that no birthright Protestants lived there or because
there was no officially authorized building. A number of pastors
were suspended for alleged Socialist views; others threatened
with expulsion on the ground of their being foreigners. In
certain districts Protestants felt themselves back a century
or more and compelled to hold secret meetings in the open
air, with sentinels on the watch for the police; while many a
Catholic writer clamoured for the abrogation of those laws that
gave Protestant worship official recognition.
As for education, clerical domination was as complete as
could be expected outside the Papal States. Bishops had a
preponderating influence on the " Higher Council of Public
Instruction," which controlled the University and secondary
schools3; the oath of allegiance to the Empire had rid the
Church of her chief enemies in higher education, including
Michelet, while other foes in the realm of ideas, such as Hugo
and Quinet, had been sent into exile by the proscriptions of
1  Louis Napoleon authorized in twelve years twice as many religious orders
as the Bourbons had authorized in sixteen.
2  The works of Voltaire and Diderot were excluded from sale by colporteurs,
and certain prtfets forbade the representation of Tartufe.
a A decree of March 1852 deprived secondary and University teachers of
the legal unremovability which had been hitherto the guarantee of a certain
minimum of freedom,
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